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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

The Alliance has had a truly banner year,
working hard to bring the entire community to-
gether to support our public school students. The
exciting sounds the Alliance is generating speak for
themselves and leave us ever more convinced we 
have created something needed and important:

Whoops and shouts from grant award 
winners during our second Reaching Out
Grants distribution
Gritos de alegria (squeals of delight) from
preschoolers and their families as they board 
our renovated Going Places with Books
storymobile (see page 3)
Strains of etudes and sonatas followed by 
thunderous applause from performers and 
audience members during the Tuning In 
to Music year-end recital.
Laughter and cheers as Hamilton Avenue School
members are reunited at an Alliance funded 
end of year gathering, after a semester of being
dispersed across the school district.

As the Alliance heads into its third year, we are 
propelled by a reinvigorated Board, with many new
members who are excited to:

Evaluate and improve Going Places with Books,
Tuning In to Music and Reaching Out Grants
Identify and initiate new programs that 
fulfill the AllianceÕs mission
Hire administrative staff to make the Alliance
sustainable for many years ahead
Grow the Enterprise Council, a corner-
stone of our financial support and resources
Involve ever increasing numbers of 
community members in our efforts

The Alliance is an organization in perpetual for-
ward motion Ñ committed to growing thought-
fully, building partnerships and being a valued
member of the community. We look forward to
your continued support. Have a great summer.

Let the Adventures Begin
EMS/WMS Adventure Racing Program

SPRING SAW THE LAUNCH OF theAdventure Racing

Program at Eastern and Western Middle schools. Boys and girls

from each school were chosen to participate in the program, which is

designed to help students feel more connected with the community and

school. This semesterÕs theme has been ÒA Fit and Healthy Lifestyle.Ó The 

20 students visited the Cos Cob Archery Club where they received lessons 

and enjoyed a beautiful afternoon hiking through the woods, making friends,

and shooting at targets spread around the twenty-five acre club.

The groupÕs next visit was to the Hyatt Regency Hotel, where the students

had a private tour of the kitchen, and enjoyed a cooking demonstration and

tasting of healthy and delicious foods with the Hyatt chef and staff.

The Adventure Racing students will engage in a total of six after school

activities; the final one will be at Greenwich Town Hall where they will tour

the building, meet the First Selectman, and be part of an awards ceremony.

more pictures on page 2     

Caption for names of kids and teacher at Cos Cob Archery Club.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORSasof July 1, 2008

Nancy Kail, Chair
Laura Geffs, Vice Chair
MaryAnn Murray, Secretary
Jerry Rosenband, Treasurer
Christine Kim, Programs
Leslie Cooper, Fundraising
Michele Graham, Communications 

and Marketing
Tom OÕLeary, At Large - Enterprise 

Council Development
Leslie Breck, At Large - Executive 

Director Search
Nancy Weissler, Board of Education

Liaison*
Kim Eves, GPS Liaison*
Julie Faryniarz, PTA Council Liason*
Bob Brady, RTM Education Committee

Liaison*

*ex officio, non-voting members

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Stuart Adelberg
Bob Arnold
Luz Avila-Pabon
Eve Barron
Keri Cameron
Bob DeAngelo
Chuck Downey
Ernie Fleishman
Burton Hilton
James Himes
Anthony L. Johnson
James Lash
Jay Levine
Adriana Ospina
Janice Riddell
Hilary Stark
Betty Sternberg
Peter Tesei
Sandy Waters
Joanne Zammit

LITERACY ADVISOR
Mr. Morton Schindel

GRANTS COMMITTEE
Stuart Adelberg
Jennifer Cohen
Mike Harris
Lori Jackson
MaryAnn Murray
Janice Riddell
Liz Scanlan
Joanne Zammit

GREENWICH ALLIANCE FOR EDUCATION

DURING ITS SECOND YEAR, the
Reaching Out Grant Programdrew 
applications from 11 schools and communi-
ty non-profit organizations with requests 
for more than $250,000 in funding. The
AllianceÕs Grants Committee (composed of
community volunteers, Greenwich Public
School parents, and educators) carefully
reviewed the applications, which addressed a
diverse range of student needs. After
thoughtful discussion, the Grants Com-
mittee forwarded their recommendations to
the full Alliance Board for voting. Seven
grants totaling almost $110,000 were award-
ed Ñ an increase of 23% in funding over
last year. The recipients will be announced
in our fall newsletter.

MORE GOOD NEWS 
GRANT NEWS

T he Alliance has become the sponsoring
agency for the first Parent-Child Home
Program (PCHP) in Connecticut. For over

40 years, PCHP has proven to successfully prepare
children from disadvantaged backgrounds to enter
school and to go on to have significantly higher 
graduation rates than other students from low income
families.

Under the auspices of the Going Places with Books
initiative, the Parent-Child Home Program will
enable the Alliance to bridge the Òpreparation gap.Ó
Home Visitors help parents realize their role as their
childrenÕs first and most important teacher; generate
enthusiasm for learning and verbal interaction
through the use of engaging books and stimulating
toys; and empower parents and allow them to take
pride in their commitment to their childÕs education.

Suzanne Merkel, currently the Program Admini-
strator for the Greenwich Public Schools Preschool
program, has joined the Going Places with Books
team and will be responsible for implementing the
Parent-Child Home Program. Suzanne recently par-
ticipated in a 3-day training session for site coordi-
nators at the national headquarters. The Alliance
expects to launch the PCHP in Greenwich in the
fall of 2008. To learn more, visit www.parent-
child.org.

Making the Grade is 
published three times a year 
to keep donors and the 
community informed about the
AllianceÕs work. The publication
is also available online at 
www.greenwichalliance.org .

Editor: Michele Graham
Designer: Teresa Fernandes

Nationally Acclaimed
Parent-Child Home
Program coming to
Greenwich

The Alliance Team 
is growing!
Welcome new Board members
Bob Brady, Leslie Breck, Leslie
Cooper, Christine Kim and
Tom OÕLeary. We thank out-
going Board members Ð many
of whom will be continuing
with the Alliance by serving
on the new Advisory Council.

Students from the
Adventure Racing
Programwere given 
a private cooking
demonstration,
kitchen tour and 
tasting with the 
executive chef 
at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel.

See the article on page 1 to learn more about the
launch of the Adventure Racing Program at East-
ern and Western Middle schools, shown above.
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B y being flexible and responsive, the
Alliance can be a truly effective
vehicle through which the commu-

nity supports its public school students.
When the Hamilton Avenue School students
and staff were relocated to public schools
throughout the district due to mold concerns
in their current facilities, the Alliance reached
out to help. We are pleased to share the fol-
lowing note from Dr. Rau.

Dear Nancy,
Please forward my thanks to the entire
Greenwich Alliance Board for the $5,000
grant to bring the Hamilton Avenue School
community together. We will be having our
3rd graders come to Western Middle school
to watch our first ever fifth grade play with
the fourth graders. We will also be bussing
all of our students to Western Middle School
to attend our Field Day. A community 

breakfast is planned for June 19th as a final 
get-together for the entire community before 
the summer vacation. These opportunities
support our desire to maintain our school 
culture and sense of belonging. I sincerely
appreciate the thoughtfulness of the Alliance
in enabling us to fund these gatherings.
Sincerely,
Dr. Damaris Rau
Principal, Hamilton Avenue School

SPECIAL GRANT ALLOCATION TO HAMILTON AVENUE

ÒUsually I donÕt give to charities to the extent that I have to this
project. It isnÕt about how much something costs, but how worthwhile 
a cause is. Getting children excited about reading is essential to edu-
cation. I am very proud to have been a part of the AllianceÕs vision.

Ð Mark Haversat, President, Robbins Tesar, Inc.Ó

TIME TO TUNE IN
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 8TH the Tuning In
To Musicprogram in collaboration with
the Connecticut School of Music will hold
its second annual recital at the Cole Audi-
torium. Fifty-five students from the New
Lebanon School, Julian Curtiss, Interna-
tional School at Dundee, Glenville, Ham-
ilton Avenue, and Eastern, Central and
Western Middle Schools will proudly per-
form for family, friends, and music lovers.

The recital is the culmination of the
yearÕs one-on-one lessons for the students Ð
children who would not otherwise be able
to afford private music instruction. Some 
of the students have become so proficient,
they have been selected as members of the
Greenwich Public School Elementary 
Orchestra. The orchestra, now in its second
year, auditions string students across the 
district to play in ensembles and perform
at public gatherings.

The Alliance wishes to extend its deepest
appreciation to: The director of the
Connecticut School of Music, Ken Kuo, and
the instructors for their second year of work
and dedication and to Dr. Jeff Spector,
Coordinator for Art and Music for the
Greenwich Public Schools, for working with
teachers to identify talented budding 
musicians and supporting the program.

GET ON BOARD...
THE NEWLY
REDESIGNED
STORYMOBILE!

THE WONDERFULLYredesigned
Storymobile is back on the road 
bringing interactive early literacy 

experiences to preschool children
around Greenwich. The Storymobile
began with a stop at Head Start, the
early childhood program located at
Armstrong Court. With beautifully
handpainted murals and other magical
elements Ð courtesy of Robbins Tesar,
specialists in dimensional design Ð the
Storymobile is more inviting than ever
as a place to fall in love with books
while listening and learning.

Children from the Head Start program listen as a story 
is read aloud and engage in hands-on activities in the
enchantedly illustrated Storymobile.

The fifth grade students and teachers from Hamilton Avenue take a break with Dr. Rau during preparations for the class play.



COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTERS
SPLURGE!
Now through June 20th, shop at
SPLURGE at 19A East Putnam
Avenue, Greenwich and mention
that you are purchasing a gift
for a Greenwich teacher or stu-
dent, and the store will donate
10% of the purchase price to the Greenwich Alliance for
Education. Stop on in or call 869-7600 for further details.

Enclosed is my contribution of $____________.

Make my donation in honor/in memory of
________________________________________.

Send acknowledgement to:

Name____________________________________

Address_________________________________

________________________________________

Contact me for more information.

Please keep my donation anonymous.

!

!

Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone______________ Email__________________

!
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Our Mission
The Greenwich Alliance for Education 
mobilizes community resources to 
provide opportunities and services 
that foster educational success for all
Greenwich public school students.

ItÕs Easy to Donate!
Save time Ð Make your donations online. 
Go to www.greenwichalliance.org
Save time Ð help fulfill dreams 

Make a gift of securities. 
The Alliance now accepts stock contributions 
as donations. Call 698-7730 or email
info@greenwichalliance.org for details.

Please send this form and your check to: 
Greenwich Alliance for Education
P.O. Box 473
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

Gimme a ÒGÓ!

MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED ÒralliersÓ came out to
cheer on the success of the Greenwich Alliance for Edu-
cation at the organizationÕs inaugural community fundrais-
er on March 1st at the Greenwich Boys and Girls Club.
Guests walked through a gauntlet of pompom waving
Greenwich High School cheerleaders who entertained a-
long with the High School Dance Team.The event brought
together parents, local business leaders, volunteers, educa-
tors and politicians, including Connecticut Attorney Gen-
eral Richard Blumenthal and raised over $50,000 (50 GÕs!!)
to support programs benefiting Greenwich Public School
students. A big cheer for Citi Private Bank of Greenwich
for underwriting the evening.

Co-Chair Kim-Marie Evans and members of the GHS cheerleading squad.

Pep Ralliers 
Jim Himes
(Congressional
candidate), 
and Julie 
(PTA Council
President) and
Dan Faryniarz.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
R E A C H I N G  O U T  G R A N T S  A W A R D  R E C E P T I O N

Monday, September 22nd

A celebration of new award grantees and a review 
of the prior yearÕs award winning programs

For more information or to contact the Alliance: 

¥ call us at 203.698.7730

¥ visit our website at www.greenwichalliance.org

¥ or email us at info@greenwichalliance.org

 


